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From the Pastor’s 

Desk… 

        
The important thing is this:  to be able at any moment to sacrifice what we are 
for what we may become. 

       --Charles Du Bos, Approximations 
 
Scary, isn’t it?  Could it be that the old really is old--dusty, overused, stiff, painful, sagging,  
immobilized?  Thank God for the message of the old becoming “new”.   
           2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
What that means for us is this, that we can start all over again in 2023.  Just imagine a 
“new you”--healed, whole and loved, with eyes opened to see, and ears opened to hear 
God’s words anew.  All of this is possible, and can happen because of your new relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.  It is a matter of exchanging the old for something new.  This is not 
an easy exchange.  After all the Israelites wanted to turn back to Egypt during their journey 
to the Red Sea because they had comfort in familiarity with no challenges--status quo was 
acceptable. 
 
This new year 2023 offers infinite possibilities for all of us.  For example, a fresh under-
standing with new applications and practices for our 21st century daily lives. 
 
Let’s look forward this new year, vowing to work at letting the old pass away so we can 
become BETTER and STRONGER people of God.  The new year 2023 awaits us and 
needs us! 
 
   

Pastor Gwen 
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January 
Birthdays 

 
  2 Pastor Gwen 
  2 Raymond Paprocki 
  3 Sue Brown 
  4 Sarah Byleen  
  8 William Thayer, Jr. 
  8 Jessica Sauer 
  10 Joy Gage 
  13 Norma Kennedy 
  13 Jake Brophey 
  14 Karl Byleen 
  15 Heather Leitner 
  17 Sharon Arnold 
  19 Kris Woods 
  23 Duane Kirk 
  23 Ted Hertel, Jr. 
  24 Karen Sundland 
  25 Douglas Brown  
  27 Sarah Smith 
   
      

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

       29  Robert & Tricia Sauer            
         (27 years) 
    29      Jeff & Linda Bilton                
         (21  years) 
 

If we have inadvertently missed your special 

day, please accept our apologies, and let the office 

know so we can change our records. 
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2023 Annual Meeting 
 

The 2023 Annual Business Meeting and 
Potluck will be held on Sunday, January 
22 in Fellowship Hall.  [Note:  This is a 
change from the usual third Sunday 
date.]   
 
Plan to attend the meeting to share your 
ideas and make your voice heard! 
 
 
 

. 2023 Board Meetings 
 

To encourage more members to accept 
a position on one of the three Boards 
(Christian Education, Trustees, and Diac-
onate) the Church Council has voted to 
change the 2023 meeting times for the 
Boards and Council.  Instead of meeting 
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of the 
month, the Boards will meet from 11:45 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the Sunday pre-
ceding the second Monday.  The Church 
Council (or the Pastoral Relations Com-
mittee) will meet at 12:30 p.m., follow-
ing the Board meetings.  Please see the 
specific dates below. 
 
 
Board Meetings:  Jan 8, Feb 12,  
Mar 12, Apr 9, May 7, Jun 11, Jul 9,  
Aug 13, Sep 10, Oct 8, Nov 12, Dec 10 

 
Church Council Meetings:  Feb 12,  
Mar 12, May 7, Jun 11, Jul 9, Aug 13,  
Sep 10, Nov 12, Dec 10 

 
Pastoral Relations Committee:   
Jan 8, Apr 9, Oct 8 
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The Communion Offering for the 

month of January is designated 

for the Fellowship Fund. 



 

 

November 2022 
Financial Income Report 

 

  General Receipts 
 
  Envelopes                7,950.00 
  Loose Offering                             27.25 
  Church School                           104.00 
  Thanksgiving                                50.00 
  Christmas                                      35.00 
    Total                                    $8,166.25 
 
  Miscellaneous Receipts 
 
  Secret Place                                  9.00 
  Postage                                           1.74 
  CE Doors                                    450.00 
  Stained Glass Restoration      20,600.00 
  Installation Food Sale 144.00 
  MMCC Donation 400.00 
    Total                                 $21,604.74 
 
  Communion Offering 
 
  Guest House                              220.00 
  Grand Avenue Club                     125.00 
  Milwaukee Christian Center       125.00 
    Total                                       $470.00 
 
  Mission Offering 
 
  WMO                                          50.00 
  OGHS                                           15.00 
  Love Gift                                      10.00 
     Total $75.00 
 
  Deposited Total        $30,315.99 
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New Church Secretary  

 
The Board of Trustees has hired Keywon 
Brownlow as Church Secretary.   Keywon 
has the computer skills and experience to 
serve us well.  He worked most recently at 
the front desk of the Milwaukee Repertory 
Theater. 
 
Keywon’s hours will be 9:00 a.m. to noon, 
Monday through Thursday.  If you are in 
the building, please stop by the office to 
introduce yourself and welcome Keywon to 
First Baptist Church 
 
 

Stained Glass Restoration 
 

The stained glass restoration project, which 
got underway in 2013, is nearing completion.  
The two stained glass windows on the north 
side (organ side) of the sanctuary, nearest the 
balcony, will be removed in January.  The 
craftsmen at the Conrad Schmitt Studios in 
New Berlin will restore the windows this win-
ter and re-install them in the spring of 2023.  
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
this endeavor to preserve our beautiful sanc-
tuary for generations to come.  

 
 

Fall Stewardship Campaign 
 
As of December 12, 2022, estimates of giving 
for 2023 totaling $92,250 had been received 
by the Financial Recorder.  This is an increase 
of 12% over last year’s stewardship campaign.  
If you have not yet returned your estimate of 
giving for 2023, please do so now.  Extra esti-
mate-of-giving forms are available at the rear 
of the sanctuary. 
 
 
Third Sunday (January 15th) suggested 
non-perishable food item is pasta sauce 
and the hygiene item is toilet paper. 

Newest Member is Young 
 
Gwendolyn Y. Young was voted into member-
ship and extended the right hand of fellow-
ship on Dec 11.  She comes to FBC by trans-
fer of letter from the Shell ridge Community 
Church in Walnut Creek, California.  Congratu-
lations, Pastor Gwen! 



 

 

                    

                              Musical Notes      

                       FROM  THE                                                                                                                    
                     DIREKTR 
 
 

  
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am do-
ing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?    
            Isaiah 43:18-19 
 
There was an advertisement some years ago that said “New year, 
new you!” I think we all start the new year with that in our mind. 
How long it lasts is another story! 
 
Change is hard and doing something new and different is a scary 
thing. Often, having to do something new involves our health or 
our job or our home. These things have special meaning to us 
and we want them to stay the same! 
 
Sometimes, though, we need a change – a change that will 
makes us better, move us forward, change our attitude, use our 
gifts. The new year is a great time to start. 
 
As January begins, pray about how you can make a change in 
your life as it relates to your faith journey. Can you be more in-
volved in worship? Can you sing in the choir? Can you help with 
Sunday school? Can you plan to attend Bible study? What can 
you do to move yourself off the sidelines and into game? 

 

Mary Schecher 
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