


opening night ruined attendance. Handel went broke.

Shortly after this time, critics began claiming that musical tastes were changing. Handel’s musical
style was considered old-fashioned. It seemed Handel was finished.

However, late in life Handel was approached by Charles Jennens to compose the music for an orato-
rio based on the Biblical theme of redemption. Jennens’ text was taken completely from Scripture.

Handel figured it would take a year to complete. But the text grabbed his imagination. He worked
on the project day and night. He completed the 260 pages of manuscript in only twenty-four days!
The music written in those twenty-four days has stirred the hearts of millions! The truth expressed
in those Biblical texts inspired a man to reject failure and make his greatest musical contribution.

That’s what the Christmas season can say to us. Sure, our hard work doesn’t always produce the de-
sired results. But there are great truths expressed in Scripture that can inspire us to reject failure and
make some great contributions to the life of our church and community. Whenever I read the texts
concerning the Christ child in a lowly manger, I think of new beginnings and unlimited possibilities.

May the season grab our imagination. May it inspire us to make great contributions to the life of
Christ’s Church.

Tastoy Mah
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